
 

Lessons from Habakkuk 

 

Rev. Norbert Stephens – General Secretary (UCJCI) 
 

Please read Habakkuk 1:1-4 

 

At some time or the other all of us have engaged in sightseeing. 

Some of us in faraway places others of us within these shores.  

Indeed, some of us are seasoned tourists who have seen and 

experienced many, some or a few of the great sights and 

wonders of this world. Often for every visit we tend to ask two 

pertinent questions, “why?” and “how long?” 

 

You see there are basically two ways to engage in sightseeing, 

the first is as a tourist, the second is with a mission in mind.  
 

When you are a tourist, your sightseeing has intent without 

long-term investment. Your interest is to be informed and or 

inspired but the sight is merely one on your bucket list and while 

you might ask the questions of why and how long, once done, 

you are moving on to another sight. Intent without long-term 

investment. 

 

When you sightsee with a missional focus in mind you have 

intent with long-term investment. This is not merely a place or 

issue on your bucket list; indeed, it is the bucket on your list. 
You are no longer a tourist, you become vested. For the location 

or issue requires both your ongoing presence and participation.  

Intent with long-term investment. 

 

Truth be told, you cannot truly engage in mission without 

sightseeing. One enables the other… it’s the act of sightseeing, 

which generates the mission, which in turn seeks to address the 

why and how long questions. 

 

The prophet Habakkuk, like Martin Luther, engaged in 

sightseeing and the same generated for both the why and how 
long questions. 

 

Chapter 1:1-11 is basically a prayer, which asks two questions, 

how and why? Habakkuk’s concerns in these verses reflect a 

crisis on three fronts. There is a social crisis, a theological crisis 

and an external crisis. Injustice defines the crises. How long 

shall I cry for help, and you do not hear, why do you make me 

see wrongdoing and look at trouble? It is a cry for intervention 

which seems long in coming.  

 

 

Social Crisis 
Verses 2-4 outlines an underlying concern best described as 

institutional failure. 

 

There were three areas of this institutional failure: 

When Habakkuk visited the significant institutions of his day, 

he encountered,  

 

• Political Failure 1:4, rooted in the abuse of power, in the 

administration of King Jehoiakim., 

• Social Failure -The exploitation of the poor and the less 

privileged by the rich and powerful was a fundamental 
feature of his tour. The terms “violence” and 

“destruction/plunder” in 1:2-3. The social institution had 

failed thus producing moral and ethical failure. 

• Judicial Failure - Judah’s judicial system was 

characterized by “strife” and “contention” brought on by 

irresponsible litigation or the failure to administer justice 

properly. The victims of such abusive policies are 

identified as society’s poor and marginalized. Such abuses 

of power are ultimately to blame, according to Habakkuk, 

for a society in which justice is absent and the law is 

ineffectual. 
 

The institutional structures and systems created to provide and 

care for the people had failed! The structures and systems 

created to protect and defend the people had failed! The 

structures and systems created to affirm, inspire and guide the 

people had failed! Can we not say the same about our own 

crises? One writer states that, there is no greater distress than 

when power ordained for the service of justice makes injustice 

legal. 

 

Habakkuk’s description of institutional failure, (politics, social 
institutions, and judiciary) offers another truth. Significantly the 

failure was not experienced by the architects of the systems and 

institutions but rather the people they were meant to serve! And 

the result was injustice at all levels. So, he cried to God, as we 

are now crying, how long? 

 

Theological Crisis 
This raised for the prophet a theological crisis, thus he asked the 

why questions, why Lord? Why do you make me see 
wrongdoing, look at trouble, expose me to destruction and 

violence?  

 

Habakkuk argued that the institutional failure has gone 

unnoticed and unpunished by God. Habakkuk therefore accuses 
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God of sleeping on the job, in fact he clearly states that God is 

indifferent (2); inactive (3-4). Later he accuses God of being 

inconsistent (12-17).  

 

What does it mean then to listen to Habakkuk at a time like this, 
both as a nation and as a missional church within this global 

context? 

 

We know this book deals with the crisis of injustice, we are 

more than familiar with injustice, but we also know something 

else. We know that the greatest threat to hope is the loss of 

confidence in our sources of hope. Low morale is the killer blow 

to hope in any society. Institutional failure, expressed in 

political, social, economic, judicial or religious failure produces 

a loss of confidence and generates a low morale. When we lose 

confidence in the systems which should provide and care for 

us, protect and serve us, inspire and guide us, we lose hope! 
And the tell-tale sign is ambivalence: tourists with intent 

without long-term investment – those who are along for the 

ride, those who refuse to exercise their duty during an election, 

social concern, volunteerism… 

 

When we, in the church, lose our confidence in the divine and 

by extension the gospel, we have nothing of substance and hope 

to offer to those who, in the midst of challenges, cry out how 

long or why and we live not in hope, but in delusion or we live 

with wishful thinking as our bed partner and our dreams for the 

future are like the lines in the famous song - Mona Lisa, many 
dreams have come to your doorsteps, they just lie there and they 

die there… 

 

Missional Lessons 
The grounding for hope lies in divine faith and divine faith 

produces confidence and confidence produces positive and 

hopeful possibilities for the present as well as for the future. 

 

What then are the missional lessons for us? I offer us three for 
consider based on Habakkuk’s role in this passage. 

 

1. In the midst of his sightseeing, the prophet searched for a 

VIABLE FAITH. A faith, which would give him and his 

people both the confidence and the courage to face the systemic 

injustice with which they were confronted.  

 

2. In the midst of his sightseeing, Habakkuk offered a VOCAL 

FAITH. He was not reticent to declare publicly his concerns 

and convictions. He was more than prepared to name the evil of 

his day and to lament the same. Evil not only thrives when good 

people do nothing, evil also thrives when God’s people say 
nothing! 

 

3. In the midst of his sightseeing, Habakkuk demonstrated a 

VISIBLE FAITH. He not only named the injustices of his day, 

he proceeded to do something about it. He sought God as the 

source of his theological grounding and without hesitation 

pursued his vocation as a prophet. 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

Believers Baptism in Bodden 

Town 

 

The members of the Webster Memorial Church (Bodden Town) 

gathered for a Believers Baptism at Coe Wood Beach after the 

Sunday morning Worship Service on October 23, 2022. Three 
young persons from the Congregation accepted Christ and 

received the Sacrament of Baptism. 

The three young persons in the company of Rev. Wray and Elder 

Dale Ebanks from the Savannah United Church. 

 

*** 

CPHS Priority Registration deadline is October 31st 

 

If you have a child who is currently NOT a student attending 

Cayman Prep and High School, but you would potentially like 

to join the school in the 2023-2024 academic year, in KG – Year 

10, please take note that the priority application deadline is 

October 31, 2022.  This includes a child that is either hoping to 

join KG 2023/24 or attends another primary school, high school 

or is home-schooled and wishes to be considered to attend the 

school.  
 

If you have a child who meets any of the below criteria, does 

not currently attend Cayman Prep and is not already on the 

waitlist, you should complete the online application form found 

on our website www.cayprep.edu.ky and pay the non-

refundable application fee of $300 before the 31st of October to 

gain priority for the 2023-2024 school year.  

 

If you have already applied you do not need to do this again, if 

you are not sure if you have applied, please call the Primary 

School on 949-5932 or the High School on 949-9115. 

   Cayman Prep & High School  

                 Priority Registration 

 



Alternatively email hsadmissions@cayprep.edu.ky or 

psadmissions@cayprep.edu.ky 

 

Priority status on our waitlist is available to: 

1. Children who are Members, or who are children or 
grandchildren of Members of the United Church, in good 

standing (requires Church letter) 

2. Children of active adherents of the United Church (requires 

Church letter) 

3. Children of current permanent staff of the School 

4. Children who have a sibling in the School 

5. Children who have previously had sibling/s in the School 

6. Past students and children of past students of the School 

7. Others in order of receipt of completed application form and 

application fee. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the High School on 949-
9115 or Primary School on 949-5932 or email 

hsadmissions@cayprep.edu.ky or 

psadmissions@cayprep.edu.ky 

 

*** 

 

Every year the World Communion of Reformed Churches 

(WCRC) invites its members to mark Reformation Day on the 

last Sunday of October by tuning in to a global online worship 

service. The event features participants from around the world 

and is available on the WCRC’s website, YouTube Channel, 

and Facebook page. An Order of Worship is also available for 

download from the Reformation Day webpage on the WCRC 

website. 
________________________________________________ 

 

The World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC) is the 

largest association of Reformed churches in the world. It has 

233 member denominations in 110 countries, together claiming 

100 million people. The United Church in Jamaica and the 

Cayman Islands is a member of the WCRC. 

__________________________________________________ 
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The Inter-School and Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, also 
known as IS/IVCF in the Cayman Islands, is a certified affiliate 

of the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students (IFES) 

and registered as a non-profit organization. The aim of IS/IVCF 

Cayman Islands is to conduct activities at the primary, high 

school, and tertiary levels that will build students into 

communities of disciples, seeing them transformed by the 

gospel and impacting their schools, church, and society for the 

glory of Christ. 

 

In the Cayman Islands, there are currently six secondary 

schools that are a part of the movement and one university. 

While the groups go by various names, each caters to the 
particulars of their school culture and are united by the core 

principles and doctrinal basis of IS/IVCF. 

 

The IS/IVCF is present in the following local educational 

institutions:  

• John Gray High School 

• Clifton Hunter High School 

• Cayman Islands Further Education Centre (CIFEC) 

• Triple C School 

• Cayman Prep & High School 

• Layman Scott High School in Cayman Brac 

• University College of the Cayman Islands 

__________________________________________________ 

INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF EVANGELICAL 

STUDENTS 

   

IFES was founded in 1947 after ten international 

student movements formed the initial global 

movement with the goal to "see a clear witness to 

Jesus Christ established in every university in the 

world." Now comprising 170 countries worldwide, the mission 

remains the same. IFES seeks to equip students in effective 
witness: to encourage them to initiate spiritual conversations, 

hold evangelistic Bible studies and mission events, and live 

lives of grace that point others to Jesus. There are 17 national 

movements in the Caribbean alone. Around the world, there is 

a representative national movement in over 160 different 

countries, serving over 500,000 students. 

Motto: "To Know Christ and To Make Him Known". 

__________________________________________ 

 
“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy 

Scriptures or by evident reason - for I can believe neither 

pope nor councils alone, as it is clear that they have erred 

repeatedly and contradicted themselves - I consider myself 

convicted by the testimony of Holy Scripture, which is my 

basis; my conscience is captive to the Word of God. Thus, 

I cannot and will not recant, because acting against one’s 

conscience is neither safe nor sound. 

 

Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen.” 

                                                        
Martin Luther 

 

                

              Witnessing to the God of Life 

 

                   IS / IVCF CAYMAN ISLANDS 
                       INTER-SCHOOL / INTER-VARSITY 
                             CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
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Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

Psalm 32:1-7 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

Luke 19:1-10 
Ultimately, salvation is the actionizing of our Hope in Jesus 

Christ. Whatever we believe is what we expect. Fixing our 

thoughts God-ward is therefore a sure way to overcome 

doubt and fears that can and will assail us. We will find that 

our faith is continually re-forming and being transformed. 

21st Sunday in Pentecost 

Reformation Sunday 
October 30, 2022 


