A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF
THE UNITED CHURCH IN JAMAICA AND THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

June 23, 2021

¥ ;- Ca ‘.
~COMID Protocols for Churche$
L

VOLUME 7 .
ISSUE 2 4
r : o ‘ .- . - .

0 *i'on: Touchm%es;llurturing Distmes, Seeking Transformation through Christ
C . ' r -



CJCI WORKS o
N PARTNERSHIP_

Council). Convenor of CANAAC isAMiigda Martins one of
the two UCJCI representatives to WCRC at this time.

UCJCI has, and continues to be a significaimn platyethe
regionabnd global expressions of the work of the WCRC
Stewards are recruited to assist with and participate in t
annual meeting of the executive committee. Miss Abigail Sce
of UCJCI has served as a steward at WCRC.

Many pastors and lay persons of UCJCI have contributed to
weekly reflections of CANAAC online since in March of last y
and others have contributed in humerous ways over the ye:

Berlin) was part of the group leading worship with WCRC in 2017} Revrddb¥/CRC and regionally in CANAAC .
Bloomfield delivered the sermon in a nationally televised service.

heology, justice, church unity and mission g7/ mmuni on of
the primary concerns of the World with partners G
Communion of Reformed Churches (WCR@ = iy ¢

which UCJCl is a part. mat i

God
Some 100 million Christians in Congregational, Preg | =

Reformed, United, Uniting and Waldensian churches i
countries of the world, believe that Christian faith is rg
to Godds call to meet sp
the transformation of the world through the love of Jes

Stating in its vision statement that, The World Com
Reformed Churches is called to communion and is co
justice, WCRC works throwgh strategic trajectories:
Strengthening and deepeningladimniaand Growing a
expanding its work for a greater global impact.. The in
concerrgs Communion, Justice, Theology, Mission, Ecu
Engagement and Interreligious Coogerat®raddresse (i
through leadership development, resourcing mission \
and offering ,opportunities for study, reflection and diglasEa=as

matters of interest to Reformed church leaders and |d The Caribbean has a place at the table in the Executive Committee mee
including youth. in Kappel Switzerland in 2019.

The Global Institute of Theology (GIT), a programme @
offers a unique opportunity for a community of stude

IN THIS ISSUE

around the world to live together, learn and do theolog YNl R el BTV N AN S-S B s B = TN G -0 A B )
intercontextual and ecumenical way, connecting theo| ey R=3 Y =T S -0 =S EVYR BN ¥/ NI W B
the local to the regional and world levels. Rev. Dr. BERIR NSRRI 0N A R O - N A A B ¢

Hewitt has taught at GIT. News from Congregations

. . . Preparin for a Hurricane
WCRC works towards its vision through regional co e ¢

including CANAAC (Caribbean and North Americhhdaeiabii A L R R R
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Prior to WCRC, its antecedent was WARC (World A
Reformed Churches), notably, Rev. Sam Smellie and
Collin Cowan wéxath very active in that space.

Rev. Dr. Yvette NolBoomfield was present at the Ge
Council where WCRC was birthed and has been a ve
UCJCI memberformerly as Executive Vice Preside
WCRC, and now serving as Chair of the Search Comi
the new General Secretary and also as a membe
Editorial Board of the Reformed World publication.

CANAAC is the regional
expression of the World

Communion of Reformed
Churches in the region of
the Caribbean, USA, and

Canada

Plav (k)

Miss Angela Martins has served as Chair of CANNAC sinc

2018. Prior to this, Rev. Tara Tyme served as Depujy Chair

Rev Dwight Kelly part of the Worship Planning
participating in WorshipL&ipzig Germany, where the
Communion of
from June
transform

29
us o

to July 7,

Members of the Jamaican delegation at WCRC met up wi

Secretary, Council for World Mission , Rev. Dr. Collin Cowjan

and presenter Rev. Dr. Roderick Hewitt (first left).

SHARING THE PEACE
ECHANGE D’UN,SIGNE DE PAIX
FRIEDENSGRUB
COMPARTIMOS LA PAZ
MEMBAGIKAN DAMAI
Z5t0) L=

God,

Peacebuilding is high on the agend
WCRC.

CANAAC region has very large and very wealth
North American churches sitting amidst much
smaller churches here in the Caribbean with ver
limited resources. Expression of voice across the
region is uneven and this in itself creates some
dissonance. The issue of racism is an area
addressed by CANAAC. Each CANAAC countn
struggles with its unique issues, histories, anc
forms in which racism manifests. Efforts to
combat racism and racial discrimination,
‘ xenophobia, and intolerance have been
(33%(? £ ed. The call to action is for member churches to

oices ‘of courage in confronting and dismantling theologi
practices, and narratives that allow racism to go unaddresse
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One Marriage, Two Ministries

Lembe Sivile and Cynthia Mwi
Partner In Mission Journey

Warm greetings from Lembe Tontela Sivél@ained Minister of the Word, Sacraments and Pastoral
care in the United Church of Zambia. Currently serving with the Council for World Mission as the Partner in Missi
United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. This is a mission opportunity which my family and | have rece
a deep sense of gratitude and humility. The journey which began in September 2017, has afforded us latitude tt
ence Godds | ove and faithfulness through those amo

After al most four years of service in the Jamai can
yard is ordained by him. This is evidenced by the level of warmth, acceptance and the sense of belonging which
enjoyed from our brothers and sisters here. A lot of friendships have been built along the way, making us alread
like being home. The respect and sense of attachment which the average Jamaican has for the continent of Af
had a significant impact in helping us to connect not just with the Church, but more so with the communities anc
we have been given chance to exercise ministry.

The journey started with our stop over at the Webster Memorial United Church for a period of four months. The ex
set an extraordinary and firm foundation to our settlement process. | would like t
use this medium to express sincere  appreciation to the leadership and gener:
embership of the Webster family. The fond memories and connections which w
enjoy to this present day will always find a special place in our hearts. Moving with
young family in a totally strange place can be very overwhelming; the Webster fan
ly helped in substantial ways to alleviate this load.

Since January 2018, we have been privileged to serve with and among people i
rﬁdincredible, exceptional and phenomenal Lowe River Charge of the Unitec

arches. The Charge comprises of the Lowe River Congregation which is locate
in the cool hills of the southern part of the parish of Trelawny, Cascade and Tootir
Congregations which sit in warm and elegant parish of St Ann. What an amazin
gift these people have been!!! What is even more fascinating about the context i
the latitude | have been accorded to serve as a community Pastor. Having this e;
tended Pastorate makes the whole mission concept of touching lives and helpin

Send comments and news about your congregation to: ucjciupdate@gmail.com
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Cynthia Mwita

| bring warm greetings from my heart to yours. | am a lay pastor from
The United Church of Zambia, serving here with the United Church in
Jamaica and the Cayman Islands as a Partner in Mission facilitated
by Council for World Mission.

" | am currently based in Trelawny in the Southern Regional Mission Cot
Il serving as an assistant pastor in the Lowe River Charge where my husbanc
.~ Lembe T. Sivile is a Minister. As a full time lay pastor, my role is to prc
pastoral care, preaching, conducting funerals and administration of
sacraments of communion. | also serve as a resource person to the diff
auxiliaries of the congregation. | am glad to mention that | had a privilec
participating in the lay pastors training which was conducted in 2019 in
SRMC. This helped me to have a better understanding of the context and c
= Oof the people in my community.

Working as a Partner in Mission has been a humbling experience for me &
- of great importance to my faith. It is a privilege to serve as a partner and tc
part of God's work in the world.

In my early Christian life, and during my Diaconal training at the United Church of Zambia Theological€ditege, it ne\
mind that one day | will leave my country, a place | call home, to serve God in a faraway country. Howaver, bein
Mission and part of a wider community of believers who are called to do ministry across boundaries and beyond |
fulfilling.

My family and | have been in Jamaica since August, 2017. The beginning was quite challenging, but the jstirney has
ing thus far, and we continue to crave your prayers as we together strive to remain Rooted, Resilient and Respondin

| believe that we all have been called, though in various mission fields, but serving the same purpos&atsl that is
mission here on earth. | find encouragement in the words of Paul from 1@oNhihiand BgBote;

“The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to thei
labor. Forwe areawor ker s in Godos service, you are Gododos fi el

The good aspect of it is that God is in it with us and we are never alone.

| am passionate about ministry to the children and find it so satisfying working with the young peopleathieesfore imj
of us to support and protect our children against any form of abuse and violence.

| was confirmed as a full time lay pastor and assigned to the Lowe River Charge in the month of May 2024y | therefc
sincere gratitude to the leadership of this Church and the wider community of UCJCI for their support anduchre exten
my family.

| also thank the Council for World Mission for engaging me as a Partner in Mission more so at a time such as this.

May the good Lord who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light, bless and keep us in perfect peace.
Thanks again for the opportunity to share.
Cynthia Mwita Sivile (Pastor).
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them to experience the gifts of grace given to all
reality.

Our prayers go to all those who have worked tir
ensure that my family and | receive more than t
we deserved. How can | forget those who have he
gain an added skill of growing the best yams on t
not the whole world.

Since Joining the Southern Regional mission Cour}
had the honour of serving on the executive as E
Vice chair, since September 2020 | have been serI
Ministerial formation team as mission resource pe

UCJCI interns program, since the end ofdtBgndd
have been serving as a member of the Synod straf
ning committee and since September 2020 | have
ing as Mission resource person to the Guyana Co

al Union with focus on helping them to build a mis;
ed Church.

Special appreciation is extended to both the Co
Synod leadership for their diligent accompanime
years. Christian greetings are well extended to all}|
ers and sisters of the United Church in Jamaica an
man Islands. We crave the prayers of the whole ¢
we continue to serve with and among you.

With Love,

Rev Lembe Tontela Sivile l




Over the coming we
umm@f‘ Update will featu
activities y Ou

= for
ﬂmc@yﬂ for Summer 2021! S

— space for det ali
Spitengl

>, I CHILDREN'S CAMP JULY 18-23 8AM - 6PM
' TEENS' CAMP JULY 25-30 8AM - 6PM

VENUE: PROSPECT YOUTH CENTER

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 4, 2021 suppor

REGISTRATION FORMS AVAILABLE FROM YOUTH
LEADERS, CHURCH OFFICE AND ONLINE

Send comments and news about your congregation to: ucjciupdate@gmail.com
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CHI LDREN FROM BROWNSVILLE C
SHI NE I N THE PANDEMI C

Brownsville Charge of United Churches is celebra®egently two children of the Brownsuville
School have made them @rdsmhdrena Bigby and Lance Hume.

msSmz

They excelled in an annual competition staged by the Ministry of Education which was helq
on May 13. Sandrena and Lance entered the competition for Region 4 (schools in
Westmoreland, Hanover, St. James, Trelawny and of St. Ann.

Lay Pastor Escar Wynter of Carlisle Memorial, a congregation in the Brownsville cha
students from different classes participated and these two youngsters were top awardees.

< 0O A

Sandrena Bigby, grade 5 student was awarded 2nd pl
book entry in the Region 4 Literacy Fair.

=

Lance Hume, grade 6 student, placed 3rd for his ge
in the Region 4 Literacy Fair. His creative work is
game.
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YOUTH NEWS FROM CAYMAN

On Saturday, May 22, 2021, the Savannah United Church Youth Disciplestdp d&reujehed
time of fellowship and reflection with Mrs. Angela Martins (Former Chairman of Council) at her lovely hom:
led the group in a meaningful discussion about our mission and purpose as youths, which left us all think
mission and commitment to serve as children e€Guitibuted by Camille Watt, Youth Minister

On Sunday, June 6, 2021, gatheleeat th€ Savwanmea United CButchefo
their annual Girlsé Brigade I nternational Day o
Fai thful 6. GB Nat i on-Blébomfield eefiedtimgiomtheRassage oDMatthd@rBmadghtt e
home and alive the message of Al was hungry an:
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was
|l ooked after me, I was in prison and you came to

The Companies also showcased their talents through special items and arts and crafts displays. The event \
by a time of fellowship in the Church Hall.
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The aftermath of Hurricane lvan in Jamaica.
Photo by recmod.com

Guidel ines for CongeheRe@iil nbt DS

and Council s 1 Persons for whom there is no available transportation

Jamaica and Cayman are currently. in the Atlastic Persons whose homes may not be able to withstand t
hurricane season. The CIRMC produced guidelinedut@icane or may not have available resources to make |
aid preparedness and' the details will be sharedhause stormeady

Update in the coming weekBhe full document is availalile persons who may not be able to obtain (and keep secu
from the Office of the General Secretary) hurricane kit supplies, including water.

PREPAREDNESS, CAPABILITIES AND RESPONAiter identifying the persons under B above who appear

Congregations must be ready to give guidance, oversighf4agt Tpecialf_concehrn, the C_O”gregﬂtioﬂ must then seek
assistance when a national emergency is declared. In aII%%"ey confirm the situation with those persons al

this will mean ensuring that guidance and direction given ish |nd||V|du§1I plans of ﬁctlon for eahch person I'kelﬁ'
appropriate governmental agencies are followed. N GpstEl cEElBEnce I e el & MUiiEEns 0
warning is issued.

In the case of hurricanes, most steps can and should beTheagyplans will include, as applicable:
in advance and reviewed béfoleneannually. These mustq  Thgse who will need help to secure their homes, ar

include the following: whether or not they will be able to pay for this to be do
(i.e. whether they only need a member to organise the w
for them, or whether they will need the work done |

A Each Congregation should have in place a Disaster
volunteers).

Preparedness and Business Continuity Plan, that covers _ _
the functioning of thehurch itselfprotection of the buildingdl ~ Lists of volunteers for shuttering houses, transportir
i including the manse, iethe essential records, and the abil- evacuees, putting in food and medical supplies, etc.

ity to resume the work of the church if the primary locgfion jst of agencies and groups who are providing emerger
office and/or sanctuashould be destroyed. These arrange- services, rebuilding, road clearing, etc., known builders v
ments must include adequate distribution of the list of membgsg he called on to begin making repairs to churc
and adherents, to ensure that there should be copies of theggperties and properties of members, giving priority
available immediately after the event to ensure that all gigeded living conditions.

checked on (see B below). Councils may have plans which may
be used by congregations. Please consult with your Rébioﬁ%?
Mission Councils. 0

persons who will be responsible for establishing the

Members/Adherents who, after the event, ar
determined as needing specified help and ensuring th
receive it.

B. A Plan of Action covering the Congregationds Minis

Members and Adherents

_ _ o The Congregation will also want to ensure that all Membe
This should have categorised the individuals, to enableadddfents know that they should establish and keep un
give priority to those who may need our help the most:  review a personal plan for themselves and their families.

1 Age/infirmity
1 Single parents with minor children
Send comments and news about your congregation to: ucjciupdate@gmail.com
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NB. Please seek to obtain a Hurricane Survival Kit vkickoon as possible after the emergency has been lifte

contains detailed information on what preparations Mewchbers/Adherents should begin checking on each other as
precautions each of us should undertake and hedifuhtion dictatels i.e. travel may be the only form of

numbers. Please keep handy and follow the advice indicatechunicating and that may be restricted. And as soon

possible again, the Minister and Elders should begin meeting

_ _ ensure coordination of the verification of the safety and situat

The Congregation should endeavour to implement arrafgeai®Nilember/Adherent. Therefore, other members who hs

to stockpile food, sanitary supplies, wipes, water, etc.pfgd@akhtact with persons in the congregation should try

available to persons in need after the storm if persons;Bgy i8sthe Minister/ Elder the situations that they have verifi

their supplies, shops are unable to reopen, etc. CaredTgigbifite the process. The agreed procedure should then

be ready to make assessments and help distribute suchRURR}®Sthis will be provided, who is taking responsibility 1
(and the list of these volunteers maintained by the Miigte agt.

delegated Elders).

Members and adherents are also encouraged, depending ! ! ’
personal circumstances, to volunteer to assist in the congis
as far as possible, as Shelter Wardens/Assistant '
distributors, cleap crews, rebuilding groups, etc. Often
extent of the work required to be done, which would incl
needed by our members and adherents, is of such magess
and requires such equipment and skills that Members/AdS

may not have these in sufficient supply, and working
Government and other relief agencies, other Churck X
community groups may be the most effective way of bringl S5 ,_

to our members and wider O AL, Bodden Town in Grand Cayman after Hurricane Ivan September 2004

The Synod has also requested each Congregation to create and
build up a fund from which disaster recovery assistance can be
quickly provided, both locally and internationally. After a badly
damaging hurricane, the Congregation should endequ@iisd@e:PERSONAL/FAMILY EMERGENCY PLANS
financially assist those Members/ Adherents (and others in the
community) who have suffered major losses, especially those
who are underinsured or those who have restricted incomes, etc.

W RSITy o .

e are {ljlte,rnatloptal

I U &2 Cﬁribbeal)l/ Free 24 hour counselling for
children and teens

AssOCIATE DEGREE: GERIATRIC CARE OR y
AsSOCIATE DEGREE: RESTAURANT OPERATIONS v J 888-SAFE-SPOT
B.Sc. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION PL
B.Sc. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (WITH PROGRAMME AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT) P 1 %> 876-439-5199
B.Sc. PROGRAMME AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT o > @saf -
B.Sc. TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT 2 @ £} @safespotja
B.A. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT #JustCallWhatsApporDM \
B.A. GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING ACCREDITED | \ - P
B.ED. PRIMARY EDUCATION REGISTERED v T 1%
B.A. PsycHoLOGY {
B.A. GENERAL STUDIES

7 \
MSC COUNSELLING & CONSULTING PSYCHOLOGY gape >
~-13
MA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT N Al
MBA LOGISTICS & PORT MANAGEMENT N s F2) | f V.

An Initiative of @ @ unicef @ Operated by @
for every chid

KINGSTON: 876.754.1921 / 7869 [ 8727

H H REGIONAL | MANDEVILLE: 876.631.8716 / 876.632.4075
www.iuc2.edu.jm EcionaL

P . N . TOWER ISLE: 876.341.0734
Email: iuc.recruiting@iuc.edu.jm MONTEGO BAY: 876.940.0382 / 376.971.8401
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UPDATED Caw DPROTOCOLS FOR
JAMAI CA

The Government of Jamaica, on June 22, 2021, announced a number of provisions under the Disaster Risk
ment Act. These provisSEK6EEPT FOR CHURCH SER\A@ESr the periddly 1 to August 10, 2021.

We wish to share with you the ones which will affect congregational life

1.

2.

3

6.

Small Event&part from worstapg allowed with no more 16@rpersons
Curfew on Sundaysbegins at 6 p.m.

Church serviced (effective June 24, 20#19 number of persons allowed in the sanctuar@if tree
maximum capacity of the designated area for womgtigis to be calculated@grson per 40 square feet.
(This number should be the one you used for your sanctuary prior to the last set of restrictions.)

Funeral® will be allowed with a maximum of 30 persons within the venue.

Burialswill be allowed for 30 minutes on weekd&yarfrdm5 prwith anaximum of 30 persoasthe
graveside.

Stay at hom@ persons 60 yeamnd overully vaccinated persons are exempt.

Please note that the wearing of masks, hand sanitizing and social distancing are still required for public spa
gatherings.

We invite you to comply with these provisions.

Rev. Norbert Stephens
General Secretary, UCJCI



Lecturer:

Rev. Paul Pinto
SATURDAY JUNE 26, 2021

- 9:00 AAM. - 4:00 P.M. VIA ZOOM

Persons interested in joining in the training for that

topic are invited to register with their Regional
Mission Council.
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The United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands

# AOEAOET A8 4EA Evangelism Ministry

AAOAT 1 PAA T OI bibE

Ai 61 OOUOEAA Al A

YEEAE OAOOA AO A Presents
Pl AAAS8

“The Evening of Comfort”

« 1RO 1 AoUq

4EA DI OEOET T | Pa— ; "
OAPT OOE] C Oi CComean enjoy hymns of HOPE and RESILENCE as we reflect

~ o~ oA s

%BOAAOOEOA | AT , ‘ _
DOI OFE A AIOA AAOMODAE ©O" the Comforting power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
AT A 1T AT ACAT AT O
QAT AOA] I DAOAO[ Date: Sunday June 27, 2021 Time: 06:00 PM - 07.00 PM
" AOAARARAT BRAT A

x EOE 1 EAEGARIOK
OO0AT AAOBR@AA QR

Al @QEIAA x 8

Join our UCJCI Youtube Channel

- ET ET100AT ENEAAOET |

%ZDAOEAT AAd
"AAE®I AQBEAA/ DAOAOEI

G RN e Ra A Remember to wear

VUAA QA AADICAEATDA CAT AT ¢ black on

AGPDAOEAT AAN

¢ UAAOO A@GDPAOEA] AA Thursday.

| PAOAOGETI T O 1T O ET A
Take a Stand! Work

AT AEl OEAEO OAOOGT AR {eTr-R\Wela (o VVi1glell}i
Al OAOCET ¢ 1 AOGOAO EA .
OOO0AT COEO OAlI AGE O] violence.

OANOEOAI AT OO0
T 1 ACA@ WaAIh o1 o

OIEQI Al OAzZ
Ol OOAAAOGAI AEABAIT I
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